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The RBF’s 75th Anniversary
Refl ections & Lessons Learned

November 18, 2015

Program

5:30 p.m. Welcoming Remarks
   Valerie Rockefeller Wayne, chair, Rockefeller Brothers Fund 

  75th Anniversary Timeline Presentation
   Joseph Pierson, vice chair, Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
  
  Panel Discussion: Refl ections & Lessons Learned

Panelists
Colin Campbell, former president
William Dietel, former president
Stephen Heintz, president
Steven Rockefeller, trustee & former chair
Valerie Rockefeller Wayne, chair

Moderator 
Bill Moyers, journalist & former White House press secretary

7:00 p.m. Closing Remarks
  Stephen Heintz, president

Reception to follow at the Rockefeller Brothers Fund’s offi ces on the 9th fl oor 
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Excerpts from John D. Rockefeller, 3rd’s 1940 Diary on
the Founding of  the Rockefeller Brothers Fund
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The Rockefeller Brothers Fund advances social change that contributes to a 
more just, sustainable, and peaceful world.

Through its grantmaking, the Fund supports efforts to expand knowledge, 
clarify values and critical choices, nurture creative expression, and shape public 
policy. The Fund’s programs are intended to develop leaders, strengthen 
institutions, engage citizens, build community, and foster partnerships that 
include government, business, and civil society. Respect for cultural diversity and 
ecological integrity pervades the Fund’s activities. 

As an institutional citizen of  an interdependent world, the Fund is active 
globally, nationally, and locally in its home city of  New York. Grant programs 
are organized around three themes: Democratic Practice; Peacebuilding; and 
Sustainable Development. The Fund recognizes that achievement of  progress 
in each of  these program areas is often interconnected with developments in 
the others. As a private foundation, the Fund strives to promote philanthropic 
excellence and to enhance the effectiveness of  the nonprofi t sector. 

As specifi ed in the guidelines for each grant program, the Fund supports 
activities in a variety of  geographic contexts. It also has identifi ed several 
specifi c locations on which to concentrate cross-programmatic attention. The 
Fund refers to these as “RBF pivotal places”: sub-national areas, nation-states, 
or cross-border regions which have special importance with regard to the Fund’s 
substantive concerns and whose future will have disproportionate signifi cance 
for the future of  a surrounding region, an ecosystem, or the world. The Fund 
currently works in two pivotal places: Southern China and the Western Balkans. 
The Charles E. Culpeper Arts & Culture program, focused on New York, 
nurtures a vibrant and inclusive arts community in the Fund’s home city.

The Pocantico Center of  the Rockefeller Brothers Fund is located at the heart 
of  the Rockefeller estate outside New York City and was created when the Fund 
leased the area from the National Trust for Historic Preservation in 1991. The 
conference center provides a unique setting where the RBF and other nonprofi t 
organizations and public sector institutions can bring together people of  
diverse backgrounds and perspectives to engage critical issues, reach new levels 
of  understanding, and develop creative solutions to pressing problems. The 

Pocantico Center also serves as a community resource and offers public access 
through a visitation program, lectures, and cultural events, as well as support to 
artists and arts organizations in the greater New York City area.

In the years since its founding in 1940, the Fund has developed a distinctive 
style of  grantmaking that is refl ected in the following characteristics: 

• Long View. Grantmaking is primarily concerned with fundamental 
problems and is designed to contribute to the achievement of  long-
term goals and to make a lasting impact.

• Commitment. Extended commitments are frequently made to specifi c 
issues and geographic regions and even to particular grantees.

• Synergy. Rather than considering opportunities on a stand-alone basis, 
the Fund looks for connections among the activities it supports and 
the themes it pursues, both within and across program areas and in 
specifi c geographic locations.

• Initiative. The Fund initiates or participates in the development of  
many of  the projects that it supports.

• Engagement. In addition to providing fi nancial support, the Fund 
often works closely with grantee organizations to help strengthen their 
capacity and advance their work.

• Collaboration. The Fund actively seeks opportunities to collaborate 
with other funders.

• Convening. The Fund devotes time and resources, including the use 
of  its Pocantico Center, to convening groups of  diverse stakeholders 
and encouraging collaboration among government agencies, 
corporations, and nongovernmental organizations.

The goals and strategies in each of  our programs are implemented through a 
variety of  approaches to grantmaking. In some programs, as is noted in the 
guidelines, the Fund proactively identifi es grantee partners and thus has limited 
ability to respond to unsolicited proposals. Grantseekers are encouraged to 
study the guidelines closely at www.rbf.org.

Our Mission & Program Statement
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Valerie Rockefeller Wayne

Valerie Rockefeller Wayne is a middle school 
special education teacher specializing in 
adolescents with learning differences and 
emotional disabilities. She began her teaching 
career at Central Park East Secondary School 
in East Harlem, New York, and also taught in 
Australia.

Ms. Wayne has an M.Ed. in special education from 
Bank Street College of  Education and an M.A.T. 
from Columbia University Teachers College. She 
majored in international relations at Stanford 
University and served as a confi dential assistant 

to Secretary Richard Riley at the U.S. Department of  Education during the 
fi rst Clinton administration. She serves as a trustee of  Columbia University 
Teachers College, D.C. Preparatory Academy, and the Asian Cultural Council. 
She is a trustee and member of  the nominating committee of  Rockefeller 
Philanthropy Advisors, and was formerly a trustee of  Spelman College.

Ms. Wayne lives with her husband Steve, daughters Percy and Lucy, and son 
Davis in Old Greenwich, Connecticut, and St. Petersburg, Russia.

Ms. Wayne has been chair of  the RBF since 2013, and fi rst joined the Fund’s 
board in 2003.

Joseph Pierson

Joseph Pierson, president of  Cypress Films, 
Inc., founded this New York-based production 
company in 1987. Mr. Pierson’s most recent 
producing and directing credit is EvenHand, an 
independent feature fi lm shot on location in San 
Antonio, Texas. After screening at more than 
25 fi lm festivals worldwide (including Tribeca, 
Edinburgh, and Deauville), EvenHand premiered 
on the Sundance Channel and is available on 
Netfl ix and DVD.

Cypress has produced several award-winning 
feature and television fi lms, including Julian Po, 

starring Christian Slater, Robin Tunney, and Cherry Jones (Fine Line); Cherry, 
starring Shalom Harlow, David McCallum, and Heather Matarazzo (Sundance 
Channel); A Child’s Christmas in Wales starring Denholm Elliott (PBS), and Kurt 
Vonnegut’s Harrison Bergeron (Sean Astin, Christopher Plummer) for Showtime.

Mr. Pierson is currently developing an original feature script, Escalate, and a 
musical adaptation of  H.G. Wells’ The Invisible Man for the Broadway stage 
written by acclaimed screenwriter, Joe Glascoe.

Mr. Pierson majored in studio art at Middlebury College, graduating with 
departmental honors. He also has an avid interest in historic preservation, 
serving on the board of  the Olana Partnership, the Fort Tryon Park Trust, as a 
member of  the Director’s Council of  the Historic House Trust of  New York 
City, and the Trustees’ Council of  the Preservation League of  New York State. 
In addition, Mr. Pierson serves on Greenrock Corporation’s board of  directors 
and as president of  Abeyton Lodge, Inc., and chair of  the Rockefeller Family 
Council. He also serves as a fi re police lieutenant with the Stockport Volunteer 
Fire Company in Columbia County, New York.

Mr. Pierson was fi rst elected to the RBF board in 1994. He currently serves as 
vice chair of  the Fund.
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Colin Campbell

Colin Campbell is chairman emeritus of  the 
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. He was elected 
a member of  the Foundation’s board of  trustees 
in 1989, and served as its chairman from 1998 to 
February 2008. He served as president from April 
2000 to October 2014. At the end of  his tenure 
as president, he received the Churchill Bell award 
from Colonial Williamsburg, the Foundation’s 
highest honor.

Until July 31, 2000, Mr. Campbell was president 
of  the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, a position he 
assumed in September 1988. The Fund was created 

by John D. Rockefeller, Jr., who was also the principal benefactor of  the Colonial 
Williamsburg Foundation. At the RBF, Mr. Campbell was responsible for 
developing and guiding an international grantmaking agenda which included an 
emphasis on the sustainable use of  resources, national and regional security, civil 
society initiatives and education. In addition to the United States, the Fund was 
active in East Central Europe, China, Japan, Southeast Asia, and South Africa.

Before joining RBF, he was president of  Wesleyan University, a position he 
held for 18 years. Mr. Campbell came to Wesleyan in 1967 from his post as vice 
president of  the planning and government affairs division of  the American 
Stock Exchange. Before joining the stock exchange, he was an associate at the 
law fi rm of  Cummings & Lockwood of  Stamford, Connecticut.

Among his many civic activities, he is currently a member of  the Fort Monroe 
Authority board of  trustees and the Monroe Commission. He has served 
as a trustee of  the New-York Historical Society and chairman of  the Public 
Broadcasting Service board of  directors. Mr. Campbell has been a member of  
several corporate boards of  directors and currently serves as non-executive 
chairman of  Rockefeller and Company. He has been honored by numerous 
universities and cultural organizations. Mr. Campbell is a graduate of  Cornell 
University and of  the Columbia University School of  Law, class of  1960. He is 
married to Nancy Campbell, chair emerita of  the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. She is chair of  James Madison’s Montpelier. The Campbells have 
four adult children and eight grandchildren.

William Dietel

William Dietel is a former teacher, principal, and 
dean who entered philanthropy in 1970 with 
the Rockefeller family serving as executive vice 
president and president of  the Rockefeller Brothers 
Fund from 1975–1987. In 1987, he established 
a philanthropic advisory service for families and 
individuals, and in 2007, his three daughters became 
partners. Prior to serving the Rockefeller family, he 
was principal of  the Emma Willard School in Troy, 
New York from 1961–1970, assistant dean and 
assistant professor of  the humanities at Amherst 
College, 1959–1961, and instructor in history at the 
University of  Massachusetts, Amherst, 1954–1959.

Mr. Dietel advises on philanthropic strategy, governance, and institutional 
strengthening. He has 50 years of  experience networking people and 
organizations, and consulting foundations, families, and individuals about 
philanthropy. His service on boards of  both donor and donee organizations 
includes the New York Public Library, Public Radio International, American 
Farmland Trust, Brain Mapping Medical Research Center (UCLA), GuideStar, 
Child Care and Learning Center, BoardSource, Winrock International, 
Pierson/Lovelace Foundation, F.B. Heron Foundation, and the Institute for 
Philanthropy (London).

Mr. Dietel earned a Ph.D. and M.A. from Yale University, a B.A. in the Special 
Program in the Humanities from Princeton University, and is a graduate of  
Phillips Exeter Academy.
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Stephen Heintz

Stephen Heintz joined the Rockefeller Brothers 
Fund in February 2001 as its fourth president. 
Founded in 1940 by the sons and daughter of  
John D. Rockefeller Jr., the RBF is an international 
foundation supporting social change to help build 
a more just, sustainable, and peaceful world.

Before joining the RBF, Mr. Heintz held top 
leadership positions in both the nonprofi t and 
public sectors. Most recently, Mr. Heintz was 
founding president of  Dēmos, a think tank and 
advocacy organization focused on political and 
economic reform. Mr. Heintz previously served as 

executive vice president and chief  operating offi cer of  the EastWest Institute, 
where he worked on issues of  economic reform, civil society development, 
and international security. Based in Prague, Czech Republic from 1990 through 
1997, Mr. Heintz worked extensively throughout Central and Eastern Europe 
and the New Independent States. Mr. Heintz devoted the fi rst 15 years of  
his career to politics and government service in the State of  Connecticut, 
where he served as commissioner of  economic development (1988–1990) and 
commissioner of  social welfare (1983–1988). In 1988, he helped draft and 
secure passage by Congress of  “The Family Support Act,” the fi rst major effort 
to reform the nation’s welfare system. He is a magna cum laude graduate of  Yale 
University. Mr. Heintz has been recognized by the NonProfi t Times as one of  the 
50 most infl uential leaders of  the nonprofi t sector.

He serves on the boards of  the EastWest Institute, The American Prospect, 
and the Rockefeller Archive Center. He is a member of  the Council on Foreign 
Relations and a fellow of  the American Academy of  Arts and Sciences. 

Bill Moyers

Bill Moyers has been recognized as one of  the 
unique voices of  our times. His career in broadcast 
journalism has spanned over four decades and 
earned him more than 35 Emmy Awards, nine 
Peabody Awards, two Alfred I. DuPont Columbia 
University Awards, the National Humanities 
Medal from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, the PEN USA Courageous Advocacy 
Award, the Lifetime Achievement Award from 
the National Academy of  Television Arts and 
Sciences, and the Honorary Doctor of  Fine Arts 
from the American Film Institute.

He and his wife and creative partner Judith Davidson Moyers have been 
responsible for such acclaimed series as Healing and the Mind, On Our Own 
Term—Moyers on Death and Dying, Becoming American: The Chinese Experience, Close 
to Home —Moyers on Addiction and Recovery, America’s First River—The Story of  the 
Hudson, Joseph Campbell and the Power of  Myth, World of  Ideas, The Language of  Life, 
and the weekly television series NOW with Bill Moyers, Bill Moyers Journal, and 
Moyers & Company.

Mr. Moyers graduated from the University of  Texas, studied at New College 
Divinity School at the University of  Edinburgh in Scotland, and received 
his Master of  Divinity from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Texas. His interest in politics and journalism took him to Washington, where 
he worked as a liaison between John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson in 
1960, became a founding organizer of  the Peace Corps and its fi rst deputy 
director, and special assistant then press secretary to President Johnson. He 
left Washington early in 1967 to become publisher of  the daily newspaper 
Newsday on Long Island and joined the Public Broadcasting Service in 1971. 
He also served as senior correspondent for the acclaimed CBS documentary 
series CBS Reports founded by Edward R. Murrow and for fi ve years was senior 
news analyst of  the CBS Evening News. He is president of  the Schumann Media 
Center, a nonprofi t organization for the support of  independent journalism.

Bill and Judith Moyers have been married 60 years and have three grown 
children and fi ve grandchildren. They reside in New York City.
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Steven Rockefeller

Steven Rockefeller is professor emeritus of  
religion at Middlebury College, where he also 
served as dean of  the College. He received 
his bachelor of  arts degree from Princeton 
University, his master of  divinity degree from 
Union Theological Seminary in New York City, 
and his Ph.D. in the philosophy of  religion from 
Columbia University. He is the author of  John 
Dewey: Religious Faith and Democratic Humanism 
(Columbia, 1991) and the co-editor of  two books 
of  essays, The Christ and the Bodhisattva (SUNY, 
1987) and Spirit and Nature: Why the Environment is 
a Religious Issue (Beacon, 1992). His essays appear 

in many books and journals. In recent years much of  his research and writing 
has focused on global ethics, sustainable development, and the interrelation of  
democracy, ecology, and spirituality.

Professor Rockefeller has served as a trustee of  the Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
from 1977 to 1980, from 1986 to 1995, and from 1996 to the present. He was 
chair of  the board from 1998 to 2006. 

Over the past 15 years, he has been actively involved in the Earth Charter 
Initiative, which in and through extensive worldwide, cross-cultural dialogue 
has endeavored to identify and articulate shared values that provide an ethical 
foundation for the emerging global community. He chaired the Earth Charter 
International Drafting Committee from 1996 to 2000. A fi nal version of  
the Earth Charter—a declaration of  fundamental principles for building a 
just, sustainable, and peaceful world—was launched by the Earth Charter 
Commission in 2000. For the past 10 years, Professor Rockefeller has served 
as a member of  the Earth Charter Commission and since 2006 as co-chair 
of  the Earth Charter International Council, which has 100 affi liates in 57 
different countries. The Earth Charter has been translated into 40 languages 
and endorsed by over 5,000 organizations globally, including UNESCO and the 
World Conservation Union (IUCN).

In the early 1990s, Professor Rockefeller served as a member of  the National 
Commission on the Environment organized by the World Wildlife Fund. He 
has been a member of  the board of  trustees of  the National Audubon Society, 
the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, and the Zen Center, Rochester, New 
York. He served as a trustee of  the Asian Cultural Council from 1991 to 2006, 
and as a member of  the Council of  the United Nations University for Peace in 
Costa Rica from 1999 to 2003. He joined the Council on Foreign Relations in 
2009. From 1987 to 1997 Professor Rockefeller chaired the Rockefeller Family 
Philanthropy Committee. From 1991 to 1998 he chaired the board of  The 
Philanthropic Collaborative (TPC), a public charity based in New York City 
that is now affi liated with Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors. 

Professor Rockefeller is a founder and former president of  the Wendell Gilley 
Museum of  Bird Carving in Southwest Harbor, Maine, of  the Demeter Fund, 
which established a new park and wildlife refuge in Vermont’s Champlain 
Valley in 1999, and of  the Otter Creek Child Care Center in Middlebury, 
Vermont. During the 1990s he was a member of  the Governor’s Council of  
Environmental Advisors in Vermont.

Professor Rockefeller, a son of  Nelson A. Rockefeller, has four children and 
nine grandchildren. He lives with his wife, Barbara Bellows Rockefeller, in 
Pound Ridge, New York.
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 Refl ections on the Work of  
the Rockefeller Brothers Fund
By David Rockefeller
As I prepared for my retirement from the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, I 
thought quite a lot about what the Fund has achieved and about how its 
activities relate to our family’s overall traditions in philanthropy. Although 
I will not dwell on a lot of  facts about our family history that are already 
well known, I would like to share a few refl ections about the Fund in the 
context of  those family traditions.

It seems to me that the Fund has followed very closely the basic 
precepts that have characterized our family’s approach to giving since my 
grandfather was very young. These include:

 an insistence on integrity and moral values in considering what 
causes to support;

 continuity and persistence in the types of  causes we believe merit 
our ongoing assistance;

 a creative and imaginative approach to giving;

 a wide diversity of  interests and fl exibility in how gifts are made 
and administered;

 a recognition that we live in “one world” and that giving patterns 
should not be narrow or parochial;

 a recognition that the effectiveness of  a program of  philanthropy 
depends importantly on the quality of  the people who are asked 
to help initiate and administer it; and,

 a belief  that the personal involvement of  family members in the 
process of  selecting and implementing philanthropic programs 
can signifi cantly increase the likelihood that those programs will 
be successful.

The philosophical underpinning of  this approach began with my 
grandfather at an early age.

Excerpted from the Fund’s 1987 Annual Report

David Rockefeller celebrated his 100th birthday with the Fund’s trustees 
and officers at The Pocantico Center in June 2015. Pictured from left to right: 
Geraldine Watson, Joseph Pierson, Arlene Shuler, Elizabeth Campbell, Wendy 
Gordon, Anne Bartley, Daniel Levy, Marnie Pillsbury, Steven Rockefeller, David 
Rockefeller, Valerie Rockefeller Wayne, Judy Clark, Stephen Heintz, Marsha 
Simms, Justin Rockefeller, Hugh Lawson, Nancy Muirhead, Peter O’Neill, and 
Nicholas Burns. Not pictured: Miranda Kaiser, Vali Nasr, and Kavita Ramdas.
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 The Credo of  John D. Rockefeller, Jr.

I believe in the supreme worth of  the individual and in his right to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of  happiness.

I believe that every right implies a responsibility; every opportunity, an 
obligation; every possession, a duty.

I believe that the law was made for man and not man for the law; that 
government is the servant of  the people and not their master.

I believe in the dignity of  labor, whether with head or hand; that the 
world owes no man a living but that it owes every man an opportunity 
to make a living.

I believe that thrift is essential to well ordered living and that economy 
is a prime requisite of  a sound fi nancial structure, whether in 
government, business or personal affairs.

I believe that truth and justice are fundamental to an enduring social 
order.

I believe in the sacredness of  a promise, that a man’s word should be as 
good as his bond; that character—not wealth or power or position—is 
of  supreme worth.

I believe that the rendering of  useful service is the common duty of  
mankind and that only in the purifying fi re of  sacrifi ce is the dross of  
selfi shness consumed and the greatness of  the human soul set free.

I believe in an all-wise and all-loving God, named by whatever name, 
and that the individual’s highest fulfi llment, greatest happiness, and 
widest usefulness are to be found in living in harmony with His will.

I believe that love is the greatest thing in the world; that it alone can 
overcome hate; that right can and will triumph over might.

John D. Rockefeller, Jr. with his sons, Laurance, Winthrop, Nelson, John 3rd, 
and David in 1946.



View the interactive timeline, which tells the Fund’s story
of  75 years of  grantmaking, at www.rbf.org/75

We are grateful to everyone who contributed to marking 
the Fund’s 75th anniversary. Special thanks to:

Cynthia Altman ◆ Elizabeth Campbell ◆ Judy Clark
Ari Klickstein ◆ Jacklyn Lloyd ◆ Nancy Muirhead
Robert Stone ◆ Geraldine Watson ◆ Katarina Yee
Okey Nestor & Niña Cayaban of  On Design, Inc.

Barbara Shubinski & the staff  at the Rockefeller Archive Center


